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Background Conclusions

. Cumulative forest biomass mortality from insects was approximately twice that of fires between 1996 and 2011

Il.  Fires had the greatest impact in the Pacific Northwest, while insects had the greatest impact in the Interior West

Ill.  Annual forest biomass mortality from fires and insects increased significantly during recent decades

V. Biomass mortality from fire correlated with single-year drought, while increased mortality from insects was linked with multi-year drought
V. Forest biomass density increased with water availability and disturbance rates peaked in dry areas with moderate forest biomass density

Forests in the western United States are strongly
influenced by water availability and disturbance events.
Rising temperatures and declining mountain snowpack
are reducing water availability in many areas, coinciding
with an increase in forest disturbance by fires and

insects. We are examining the (1) carbon implications of Results
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