
Unravelling the Role of Vegetation Structure in Ecosystem 
Functioning with LIDAR, Field Studies and Modelling

Targets:
• How are the distribution of arboreal traits and species

related to vegetation structure?
• How can we model the impact of vegetation structure on 

animal communities?
• Which vegetation structure parameters are key drivers 

of animal communities?
• How does forest management impacts forest structure 

and associated animal populations?
• How are trophic cascades shaped by vegetation

structure?

https://www.cdoughty.org/NASA grant award number : 80NSSC19K0206
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