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OUR MISSION SINCE 2006
To protect, rehabilitate, and 
improve the nation’s fish and 
aquatic communities through 

partnerships that foster fish habitat 
conservation and improve the 
quality of life for the American 

people.



OUR MISSION

To protect, restore, and enhance the 
nation’s fish and aquatic communities 
through partnerships that foster fish 

habitat conservation and improve the 
quality of life for the American 

people.



OUR MISSION



2015 ASSESSMENT OF STREAM FISH HABITATS FOR THE CONTERMINOUS 
UNITED STATES USING MINIMUM SCORE

Scores mapped to perennial 
and intermittent streams 
(NHDPlusV1)



Key Factors and Measures

• Hydrology 
• Water surface elevation of flowing 

waters, inshore marine, and lakes 

• Current velocity

• Connectivity – Dams and Culverts
• Abrupt changes in water surface 

elevation

• Material Transport
• Logs and debris jams
• Sediment inputs and changes



Key Factors and Measures

• Water Quality
• Turbidity
• Nutrients – Chl A surrogate
• Dissolved oxygen
• Salinity

• Geomorphology
• Rapid measure of shape for lakes, 

inshore marine and rivers/streams
• Bathymetry
• Hidden geology



Key Factors and Measures

• Living Habitat
• Submerged aquatic vegetation
• Mussel and oyster beds
• Harmful algal blooms

• Red tides
• Cyanobacteria

• Legacy issues – Mines, wells, and 
landfills 

• When
• Static in time
• Real time changes

• Land use – urban, mines….
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